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Elementary and Middle School Test Results  

 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

The Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) was administered for the first time in Edina 
during the winter of 2006-2007.  The MAP assesses reading and mathematics and replaces the 
Achievement Level Tests (ALTs) that had been administered since the 1998-1999 school year.  
Both of these tests are similar to other standardized multiple-choice tests in that they provide 
student growth data and national comparison information.  Data from the MAP assist in planning 
personalized learning for each student, for monitoring school and district progress; for improving 
curriculum and instruction; and for school improvement and accountability.   

Both tests are from the same publisher and scores from the two are closely comparable.  The 
tables below provide Edina ALT/MAP data in reading and mathematics for a five-year period as 
well as comparisons to the national averages collected in 2003.  The results show that Edina 
students consistently score well above the national norm average that was collected in 2003.   

 
For reading Edina students in the elementary grades have maintained consistent averages 

over the five-year period.  At the middle school level the reading averages have declined 
somewhat from the earliest two years but have remained steady over the last three years.  For 
mathematics across all six grades tested the average scores have remained steady to increasing 
over the five-year period. 
 
 

Edina Reading ALT/MAP Average Scale Scores 
 

 
2002- 
2003 

2003- 
2004 

2004-
2005 

2005- 
2006 

2006-
2007 

Nat’l. 
Norm 

Grade 2 194 195 194 195 193 183 
Grade 3 205 206 203 206 204 194 
Grade 4 214 213 214 213 212 202 
Grade 5 222 220 220 221 219 208 
Grade 6 228 226 225 225 225 213 
Grade 7 231 229 229 229 229 216 

 
 



Edina Mathematics ALT/MAP Average Scale Scores 
 
 

 
2002-
2003 

2003-
2004 

2004-
2005 

2005-
2006 

2006-
2007 

Nat’l. 
Norm 

Grade 2 195 196 193 195 196 185 
Grade 3 208 210 207 209 209 197 
Grade 4 220 221 222 222 219 207 
Grade 5 229 231 231 233 232 215 
Grade 6 240 239 239 239 238 220 
Grade 7 243 244 244 244 242 226 

 
 
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments, Series II (MCA-II) 
 

These tests form the backbone of the educational accountability system in Minnesota.  
Accountability calls for a results-oriented educational system that focuses on continuous 
improvement, community involvement and public reporting of results.  Under the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), these tests are also used to judge school progress against 
set performance levels. 

 
In 2005-2006 the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments underwent several major changes.  

First, whereas the previous MCAs had been developed to align with the Minnesota Profile of 
Learning Standards, the new Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments, Series II (MCA-II) were 
developed to align with the Minnesota Academic Standards in mathematics and reading.   
Second, in order to comply with the requirements of NCLB, the assessment program was 
expanded to include assessments of mathematics and reading in grades 3-8, reading in grade 10 
and mathematics in grade 11.  In 2007-2008, in order to comply with the requirements of NCLB, 
the system will further expand to include science assessments in grades 5 and 8 as well as a high 
school life science assessment.  

 
The MCA-IIs include a mixture of multiple-choice and constructed-response (open-ended) 

questions.  For reading the points assigned to open-ended items ranges from 13% in the early 
grades to 23% in the upper grades.  In mathematics the range is 13% to 34%. 
 

The tables that follow show the percentages of Edina and Minnesota students who scored 
proficient or better on the MCA-IIs in reading and mathematics.  The criteria for determining 
when a student is proficient are established by the commissioner of education. 

 



 
Edina Students Achievement on MCA-II Reading 

 

 2005-2006  2006-2007 

Grade 
Edina 

Proficient
MN 

Proficient  
Edina 

Proficient 
MN 

Proficient 
3 92% 82%  89% 80% 
4 91% 77%  89% 71% 
5 91% 77%  91% 73% 
6 88% 72%  89% 67% 
7 89% 67%  90% 63% 
8 85% 65%  90% 63% 

 
 
 

Edina Students Achievement on MCA-II Mathematics 
 

 2005-2006  2006-2007 

Grade 
Edina 

Proficient 
MN 

Proficient  
Edina 

Proficient 
MN 

Proficient 
3 90% 78%  87% 76% 
4 87% 69%  86% 68% 
5 86% 59%  85% 61% 
6 81% 59%  87% 61% 
7 84% 58%  84% 59% 
8 76% 57%  82% 57% 

 
 For most grades and across both subjects Edina students showed greater improvement fro 
2005-2006 to 2006-2007 than did their Minnesota counterparts.  In all cases Edina students score 
well above their Minnesota peers.  In fact, when all grades are combined Edina has more 
students proficient in both reading and mathematics than any other K-12 district in the state.  The 
graphs that follow show the percentages proficient in the top ten Minnesota districts. 
 
 Following those graphs are additional graphs that compare Edina elementary and middle 
school performance with that in other west metro districts.  In mathematics Edina performance 
exceeds that of all other west metro districts.  In reading the middle school performance exceeds 
that in all other west metro districts and only one west metro district exceeds the Edina 
elementary school performance.  For all of these comparisons, actual grade by grade data was 
used to configure all elementary comparisons to include grades 3-5 and middle school to include 
grades 6-8. 



All Grades Top 10 MCA-II Reading, Spring, 2007
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All Grades Top 10 Districts MCA-II Mathematics, Spring, 2007
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West Metro Districts Elementary MCA-II Reading, Spring, 2007
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West Metro Districts M. S. MCA-II Reading, Spring, 2007
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West Metro Districts Elementary MCA-II Mathematics, Spring, 2007
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West Metro Districts M. S. MCA-II Mathematics, Spring, 2007
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